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Going west

Sm=—You irnply in your survey of
Central Europe (Novembey 18th)
that the closer people are to the
West, the more civilised they are,
Really? Western Europe has
brought death and destruction to
the East for centuries—think of
Ancient Rome, the crusades,
Napoleonic France and 20th-cen.
iy Germany. The apparently
cultured people of Central
Europe closed their eyes when
millions of their Jewish compatei-
otswere rounded up by the Nagis,
Those “rough” Balkan pecple,
{ies the Bulgarians, did not,
“¥Ustcommunism  created g
yearning for the Wests material
wealth, but not for its supposedily
superior cultural values. The cra.
dle of western demoeracy is to he
found not west of Vienna, but
south of Bulgaria (in an orthodox
Christian gy country) And Byl
garia, judging by i politics and
COROmics, is 20 more backward
than Slovakia and Hungary,
~whichk you seem to think more
qualified for mentbership of the
European Union, _

Staunton, ’
Virginia ViaDiMIR Garxov

<R

Sir—A key provision of the NATO
trealy is the mutual-assistance
clause, which means that an
attack on one of its members will
be deemed as an attack on all
Thillemained uncontroversial so
fonyas it meant, ineffect, the Russ-
sians crossing over the Elbe; the
security threat to the whole of the
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West would then have been plain
for all to see, However, the French
and the British are reluctant to
extend the benefit of what is in
effect 3 guarantee to the Poles,
who have a turbulent history of
quarrelling with their neigh-
bours. Would 2 war between
Poland and, say, Lithuaniz or
Belarus really threaten the West's
vital interssts, however undesir-
able thatwarmaybe? Thisis remi-
niscent of the “Fausil TMOourir
pour Dantzig?” debate that raged

throughout France during the .

phoney war. By the same reason-
ing, one should let the Czech
Republic into NaTo as soon as
practicable, as it occupies a key
Swategic  location  within
Europe—and, critically,does not-
a common border with any
‘partofthe former Soyjet Union.
DoMiNIC DE 14 Barrs
“Laembourg DERQUELINNES

———

Sia—The Polish elections help

your point about the Habs-
burg legacy: the more gemiditlich,
cosy, Catholic Lech Walesa won in
the former Habshurg lands; the
modern, shickly packaged Alexan-
der Kwasniewski carried most of
the rest ofthe country,

L, .
Massachusetts Joseen Laxz

Starstruck

Sme—Your response o the “win-
nexs take all” syndrome (Econom-
ics focus, November 25th) is com-
mendably * neo-classical. The
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rewards 0 superstars are market-
determined; there is no obvious
Tea50% to suspect market failure—
other than a possible prisoners’
dilemma; therefore these rewards
can be seen as market-clearing
and mostly(socialiy)effcient.

But the classical economists
recognised an important third
function of the price system:
social fustice. Modern economists
should pay closer attention to the
social legitimacy with which
these telephone-murmber salaries1
are. regarded. Eamings of sports
and entertainment personalities
might, perhaps, reflect the popu-
lar social esteem in which these
people are heid, but the same s
far more difficult wo argue for
many business execuiives, securi-
ties traders and lawyers,

The overthrow of socialism
may in effect have eliminated
respectable concern for the per=-
ceived justice and legitimacy of
Qur econamic system. Is it beside
the point; however, o veflect that
this overthrow was based (inter
alizjonthe increasingly apparent
lack of social legitimacy of the
overthrown system? I'suggest that
a society which seeks to ensyre

" started, Lord

that people are worth what they
are paid will ult ely outlast
one that simply relies on crude
market forces to pay people what
theycan get. 1
Davin
Newcastleupon Tyne  Hazvey

"3

Israel's mission

Str—~Rob Kent {Letters, November

25th) would have Israel abandon
its historical mission as the state
of the Jewish peopie When he has
found a way to restore to the Jew-
ish people the life ang property
lost over the past 2000 years to

anti-Semitic repression and vio-

lence, he might guestion the need

stitutional right to refer 5 bill 4
the Irish Supreme Court, 4 C
in effect driven from office 1,
government minister, Ya
The guestion of Whethe, "

wish to dispense with the mon, ¢
chy resolves itself into the u;
tion of whether we wish tQ gran,
this sort of power to Minjster,
and party leaders. Frankly, j do
not think we need a referendym,
todiscover the answer,

Oxford VERNON BoGDANG,

————— ot

Pre-warBosnia

S1ia—In your article on Bosnia
{November Z5th), you say thay in
February 1992, before the war had
Carrington ang i
“drafied a constitution that
would have tumned the Country
into a confederation of Swriss-
style cantons. The Muslime e
fused to accept what they consig:
ered to be the disintegration, of
Bosnia.” Notquite.
After-several rounds of tatks

. our “principles for future const-
tutional arrangements for Bosnis

and Hercegovina” were agreed by
the three parties {Muslim, Sedh
and Croat) in Sarajevo on March
18th as the basis for future negotia-
tions. These continued, maps and
all, until the summes,-when the

“Muslims reneged on the agree-

ment, Had they not done so, the
Bosnian question might have

been settled earlier, with less loss

of {mainly Muslim) life snd fand.
To be. fair, President Izetbegovic
and his aides were encouraged o
scupper thatdeal and to fight fors
unitary Bosnian state by welk
meaning outsiders who thought

for the creation, 47 Yyears ago, of 3
state for them,

e :
New York RoserrKantowrz
Headsofgtate

Str-Using the frequently cited
example of Mary Robinson, Ire-
land's president, Bagehot argues
that the election of 2 head of state
need not bring in “party hack”
(November 25th). He forgets thar
in 1975, Ceashall C'Dalaigh, the
then president of Ireland, re-
signed after being called “2 thun-
dering disgrace” by the minister
of defence for exercising his con-

theyknewbetter.
JoseCuriLaro
Secretarygeneral
Western-European
Brussels Union
ERMUsing

Siz—You suggest that, as the name
for an alternative European cur-
rency, “Euro” would be zmbw!'
able ("Marked”, November 18th}

disagree. In fact, it is quitein kee?%
ing with the antipodean name o
its originating organisation, ?he
EMU. As any Australian schoo

child knows, the euro is a smaib

‘endearing marsupial, like a sm2

wallaby. Perhaps Europe’s ﬁfzﬂ’_
cial bureaucratsare trying to s

asubtie message?

PaloAlto, Dae

Colifornia  -HengeL-WALLA
——‘-‘")
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