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SARAJEVO DISTRICT COURT

No. K 212/83

Sarajevo, 20 August 1983

IN THE NAME OF THE'PEOPLE!

The Sarajevo District Court in a chamber consisting of Judge Rizah HADZIC
as the presiding judge, Judge Asim KANLIC as chamber member, Judge Jurors Izet

paragraph 1 of the Criminal Code of the Socialist Federative Republic of Yugoslavia
/SFRY/ and other, following the main public hearing, and partially in closed session,
held in the period from 18 July to 19 August 1983 in the presence of the accused and
their counsel Milorad KATIC, attorney from Sarajevo, Nikola MUSLIM, attorney
from Zagreb, Nenad JOVANOVIC, attorney from Sarajevo, Fahrija KARKIN,
attorney from Sarajevo, Avdo TATARAGIC, attorney from  Sarajevo, Rajko

- public the following

JUDGEMENT

THE ACCUSED ALIJA IZETBEGOVIC (father Mustafa and mother Hiba nee
DzZabija), born 8 August 1925 in Bosanski Samac, Muslim, citizen of the SFRY,
retired attorney, married, father of three adult children, literate, with elementary and
secondary school education, law school graduate, completed military service,
registered in the military files of the Sarajevo municipal assembly, permanently
residing in Hasana Kikica St., no. 14, sentenced for acts committed against the people
and the state, in detention since 24 March 1983, ~

THE ACCUSED OMER BEHMEN (father Mustafa and mother DZemila nee
Voljevica), born 10 June 1929 in Mostar, Muslim, citizen of the SFRY, construction
engineer, employed in the Sarajevo railway-transport organisation, married, father of
two children aged 11 and 14, literate with elementary and secondary school education
and a university degree in construction engineering, completed military service,
registered in the military files of the Sarajevo municipal assembly, owns no property,
sentenced for acts against the people and the state, permanently residing in Sarajevo,
Mjedenica Street no. 5 , in detention since 24 March 1983.
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THE ACCUSED HASAN CENGIC (father Halid and mother Mejrema nee -
Lutvikadic), born 30 August 1957 in the village of OdZak, Foca municipality,
Muslim, citizen of the SFRY, imam, single, literate with completed elementary school
and Muslim secondary religious school /medresa/, graduate of the Islamic Faculty of
Theology, was not drafted ag he was declared unfit for military service, registered in
the military files of the Foc¢a municipal assembly, owns no property, permanently
residing in Stolac, 25. Oktobra Street no. 36, in detention since 25 March 1983.

THE ACCUSED ISMET KASUMAGIC (father Osman and mother DZula nee
Abad?i¢), born 21 July 1928 in Sarajevo, Muslim, citizen of the SFRY, metallurgical
engineer, consultant at the Hasan Brki¢ Institute in Zenica and professor at the Faculty

married, the father of one three-year-old child, literate, completed elementary and
secondary school education, graduate of the Faculty of Electrical Engineering,
completed military service, registered in the military files of the Stari Grad municipal
assembly, owns no property, no prior convictions, permanently residing in Sarajevo, 6
Novembra Street no. 11, in detention since 25 March 1983.

THE ACCUSED HUSO ZIV ALJ (father Hamdo and mother AiSa nee Ajanovic), born
2 April 1949 in the village of Zivaljeviéi, Rogatica municipality, Muslim, citizen of
the SFRY, mechanical engineer, employed in the Processing Technology Institute of
the Sarajevo Mechanical Engineering Faculty, married, father of two children aged
two and four, literate, completed elementary and secondary vocational school and a
graduate of the Faculty of Mechanical Engineering, completed military service,
registered in.-the military files of the Sarajevo municipal assembly centre, owns no
property, sentenced for a criminal offence committed pursuant to Article 163,

paragraph 3 of the Criminal Law of Croatia to pay a monetary fine of 5,000.00 dinars,

permanently residing in Sarajevo, Mandrina Street no. 16-b, in detention since 5 May
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/expansion unkown/, residing in Mostar in Neimarovici Street no. 13, in detention
since 24 March 1983,

convictions, owns no property, permanently residing in the village of Ugorsko no, 1,

school, graduate of the Faculty of Philosophy, a fourth-year student at the Faculty of
Engineering Technology, did not serve in the army, registered in the Kljug municipal
assembly military files, owns no property, salaray 16,0000.00 dinars, no prior
convictions, permanently residing in Sarajevo, 21 Maja Street, no. 18, in the home of
Emina Heca, in detention since 7 May 1983.

THE ACCUSED MELIKA SALIHBEGOVIC (father Hakija and mother NadZija nee
Prohic), born 10 January 1945 in Sarajevo, Muslim, citizen of the SFRY, author,
divorced, mother of a single twelve-year-old child, literate, elementary and secondary
school education, graduate of the Faculty of Politica] Science, owns no property, no

prior convictions, bermanently residing in Sarajevo, Albanska Street no. 1, in
detention since 24 March 1983.

THE ACCUSED DERVIS DURDEVIC (father Fehim and mother Devlija nee
Omerovic), bomn 27 January 1948 in the village of Krajéinovigi, Priboj na Limu
municipality, Muslim, citizen of the SFRY, an attorney in the self-management

THE ACCUSED PULA BICAKCIC (father Asim and mother Sabiha nee Handzic),
born 19 August 1953 in Sarajevo, Muslim, citizen of the SFRY, technical secretary to
the director of the Sarajevo Prenos Power supply basic organisation of associated

secondary school education, owns no property, salary 10,000.00 dinars, no prior

convictions, permanently residing in Sarajevo, 6. N ovembra Street no. 11, in detention
from 24 March to 20 August 1983,

JUDG-AIZ, DOC/aljjr/smippsvi 3




Translation

THEY ARE GUILTY BECAUSE
[ - Alija IZETBEGOVIC and Omer BEHMEN

final text of The Declaration emphasises as its objective the “Islamisation of
Muslims.” Its slogan is “to believe and to fight,” while “the creation and gathering of
a new intelligentsia which would take up the banner of the Islamic movement, and
together with the Muslim masses take action to achieve this goal,” is represented as
the sole way Muslims can extricate themselves from their current situation. The
Declaration emphasises the following principles of the Islamic movement and
renaissance:

— “History does not know of any fundamental Islamic movement that was not
simultaneously a political movement. This is because Islam is a faith, but at the same
time it is a philosophy, a moral system, an atmosphere, in short, an integral way of
life.” -

— “The Islamic order represents the unity of faith and politics.”

— “The first and most important conclusion is certainly that of the incompatibility of
Islamic and non-Islamic institutions. There can be D0 peace or coexistence between
the Islamic faith and non-Islamic social and political institutions.”

— “Asserting the right to define its own world in its own way, Islam clearly excludes
the right or possibility of action by any foreign ideology on its soil. Therefore, there is
no lay principle, and the State must be the expression of and support the moral
concepts of religion.”

— “Islam cannot accept the division and grouping of people according to external,
objective standards such as that of class.”

— “The Islamic order Tepresents the unity of faith and the social-political system.”
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— "In our case religious renewal signifies the "Islamisation’ of those who call
themselves Muslims or who are generally referred to by others by that designation.”

can it be interpreted ag meaning that the Islamic order can be achieved without Islamic
governmnet. This position only means that the starting point of our path is not
winning power, but rather people, and that the Islamic renaissance Is primarily a
revolution in the field of education, and only then in that of politics. We must,
therefore, be proselytisers first, and only then soldiers.”

— “The Islamic movement should and can approach the assumption of power as soon
as it is morally and numerically poweful enough not only to replace the existing non-
Islamic authority, but also to establish a new Islamic authority.”

~ “Under present-day conditions, this aspiration signifies the establishment of a large
Islamic federation . - this vision irritates certain people in our midst who call
themselves realists, and we therefore emphasise this objective with even greater
strength and clarity.”

- “Who will carry out this transformation, and how?”

is no promised land and there are no miracle workers or Mahdis. There is only the
road of work, struggle and sacrifice.”
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VELAGIC, Dr. Smail BALIC, Esref AVDAGIC and other persons, and for this
activity the support of Hasan CENGIC, Ismet KASUMAGIC, Huso ZIVALJ and
Edhem BICAKCIC was gained, who joined the group as members, while Omer
BEHMEN and ALIJA IZETBEGOVIC implemented the cited principles in practice.
With this goal, Alija IZETBEGOVIC published several essays and articles further
refining certain issues in The Declaration, of which some were used as lectures in the
Careva dZamija mosque and, in the period from 1978 to 1981, as lectures in the
Tabacki mesjid. In 1981, together with Husein DJOZO, he agreed to compile a
collection of texts for publication entitled Problems of the Islamic Renaissance, which
incorporated parts of The Declaration in their entirety, and he gave a copy of the
manuscript to Husein DJOZO who used it with his students, while Hasan CENGIC
used it for his lectures in the Tabacki mesjid. He gave another copy to Omer
BEHMEN who, in turn, gave it to Edhem BICAKICIC, and another copy to Ejub
HADZIC.

2. In the summer of 1981 in Sarajevo, they agreed that Omer BEHMEN would draft a
text which would deal with the question of “Muslims in Yugoslavia” and “The
Structure of the Islamic Religious Community,” with the goal of subsequently
preparing a book based on the draft. Omer BEHMEN wrote the drafts, entitled
“Muslims in Yugoslavia” and “The Structure of the Islamic Religious Community in
Yugoslavia,” and gave the texts to Alija IZETBEGOVIC at his request during his
preparations for a congress of Muslim minorities in Canada. IZETBEGOVIC
substantially revised the text “Muslims in Yugoslavia,” and in early 1982 returned the
texts to Omer BEHMEN, agreeing to postpone publication. In the text entitled
“Muslims in Yugoslavia,” they noted that the emergence of the partisans in World
War II endangered the spiritual survival of Muslims and that after liberation the
Islamic Religious Community was placed under the full control of the state authorities
SO as to prevent resistance to the open eradication Muslim religious consciousness.
Furthermore, they asserted that a puppet of the regime had been appointed as the Reis
Ul-Ulema, while open adherents of the Communist Party and often Party members
were assigned to religious institutions. According to the text,“the Muslims
experienced the greatest suffering at the hands of the communists when their units
entered specific villages. The communists simply summarily executed, without
investigation.or trial, all potential opponents, and principally the most prominent
individuals and intellectuals who were known to be believers.” They stated that the
resistance extended by Hazret Alijina sablja and the Young Muslim Organisation was
of great significance for the position of Muslims and they glorified the members of
these organisations, especially “The Young Muslims.” They emphasised as typical the
regime’s attitude to Islam and the Islamic Revolution and the Iragi-Iranian conflict,
falsely depicting our country’s position on the Iranian Revolution and the Iragi-Iranian
conflict. They stated that the Muslims of Yugoslavia regarded the Islamic Revolution
in Iran as their own, and as the beginning of atrue revival, and that such a stance
showed who was a true Muslim, and they maliciously portrayed the attitude of the
official Yugoslav organs and the mass media towards the Iranian Revolution and the
Iragi-Iranian conflict. In particular, they noted that the victory of Iran and the Islamic
Revolution in the war, and the overthrow of corrupt regimes in the neighbouring
countries, would represent a great encouragement for the Muslims of Yugoslavia who
would thereby turn a new page in their history. In the text “The Structure of the
Islamic Religious Community in Yugoslavia” they stated that the situation in the
Islamic religious community was such that non-believers and corrupted individuals
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were in charge in all leading positions, that the majority directly worked for the
security services as intelligence agents, and they set out the content of these texts in
discussions on the position of Muslims in Yugoslavia conducted with various
individuals and in institutions in the country and abroad.

3. In the period from 1978 to 1981 in Sarajevo, they, on several occasions, contacted
Hasan CENGIC, a student at the Islamic Faculty of Theology and chairman of the
debating club in the Tabacki mesjid, and they distributed the texts for the preparation
of lectures and discussions at the Tabacki mesjid. Omer BEHMEN gave him The
Islamic Declaration to read, while in their conversations, Alija IZETBEGOVIC
pointed out the possibility of an Islamic renaissance in our country. He noted that the
Islamic Community was unwilling to undertake anything, under our conditions, in
terms of an Islamic revival, for it concerned itself only with the community’s financial
position. On several occasions, even though they knew of the position taken by the
Islamic Community leadership which disapproved of the work of the Tabacki mesjid
where lectures and discussions went beyond the religious sphere and took on political
overtones, they said that work in the Tabacki mesjid was for the general good of the
Muslims, and that it must become the practice and an example of how to raise and
educate Muslim youth. At sessions of the Sarajevo Islamic Community Board, Omer
BEHMEN supported such work by students, and after the leadership adopted a
decision banning the work of the Tabacki mesjid, he wrote an anonymous letter
attacking the leadership’s decision, photocopied it and gave a copy to Alija
IZETBEGOVIC, sending the rest to members of the newly-formed Board of the
Sarajevo Islamic Community.

II. Alija IZETBEGOVIC, Omer BEHMEN and Ismet KASUMAGIC

In the summer of 1982 in Sarajevo, Alija IZETBEGOVIC and Omer BEHMEN
agreed, with the help of Teufik VELAGIC, a member of a hostile émi gré organisation
in Vienna and a signatory of the New Democratic Alternative /Nova demokratska
alternativa/, to contact the Iranian Ambassador in Vienna in order to make a copy of
The Islamic Declaration available to the Iranian authorities and seek support for the
positions set out in it. to establish contact with representatives of Iran’s religious and
political autherities with a view to seeking assistance and support for implementing
the positions set out in The Declaration and changing the situation of Muslims in the
SFRY. In September 1982, Alija IZETBEGOVIC informed Ismet KASUMAGIC of
this agreement and suggested that he travel with them to Vienna to meet with the
Iranian Ambassador, and later join their group during its visit to Iran, and
KASUMAGIC accepted. Alija IZETBEGOVIC, Omer BEHMEN and Ismet
KASUMAGIC, after Teufik VELAGIC had contacted them, arrived in Vienna on 23
October 1982, where they were put up in an apartment free of charge. There they
agreed that Alija IZETBEGOVIC would acquaint the ambassador with the contents of
The Islamic Declaration, and state his desire to have the text submitted to the Iranian
authorities who, in turn, would express their views in the course of the group’s
forthcoming visit to Iran. They agreed that Omer BEHMEN would brief the
ambassador on the unfavourable position of Muslims in Yugoslavia and the structure
of the Islamic Community, and that they would discuss the possibility of a trip to Iran.
With Teufik VELAGIC’s help, they contacted the Iranian Ambassador in Vienna, to
whom they submitted a copy of The Islamic Declaration in Arabic, along with the
“Foreword to the 1982 Edition.”
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II1. Alija IZETBEGOVIC and Edhem BICAKCIC

On 2 December 1982, after Edhem BICAKCIC had accepted in November Omer
BEHMEN’s proposal that he travel with the group to Iran, Alija IZETBEGOVIC and
he went to Vienna to meet the Iranian Ambassador, Muhamed KERESI, in order to
agree on the timing of the visit and pave the way for the secret departure of the group
of Muslim nationalist intellectuals from Bosnia and Herzegovina for Iran, with
expenses covered by the Iranian Embassy in Vienna. On 3 and 4 December 1982, they
were the guests of Teufik VELAGIC, member of a hostile émigré organisation and a
signatory of the New Democratic Alternative, who in the course of their meeting
pointed out the advantages of a multiparty system, remarking that Yugoslav
intellectuals living beyond the borders of the SFRY were engaged in a struggle to
establish a system in Yugoslavia which would, among other things, best suit the
Muslims of Yugoslavia. With Teufik VELAGIC’s help, they scheduled a meeting
with the Iranian Ambassador with whom they met, in VELAGIC’s presence, on 4
December 1982. On this occasion, Alija ZETBEGOVIC remarked to the ambassador
that the Yugoslav press inaccuratey depicted the Iranian-Iragi war and the Islamic
Revolution in Iran, that it devoted greater attention to Iragi reports which it printed in
boldface, and that consequently it was impossible to obtain an accurate picture of the
Iranian Revolution. Edhem BICAKCIC agreed with this assessment and gave the
Ambassador a list of the individuals who would travel to Iran. They then asked the
Ambassador for his help in not having their passports stamped or otherwise marked
during their visit to Iran, because of possible unpleasant consequences in Yugoslavia.
Ambassador Muhamed KERESI acceded to this request, informing them that their
departure for Iran would take place after the New Year. Alija IZETBEGOVIC then
presented him with a copy of his book, Islam Between East and West.

IV. Omer BEHMEN, Ismet KASUMAGIC, Hasan CENGIC, Edhem BICAKCIC and
Huso ZIVALJ '

In Sarajevo, in the course of November and December 1982, Omer BEHMEN
informed Huso ZIVALJ and Hasan CENGIC about the visit of a group of Muslim
nationalists from the Socialist Republic of Bosnia and Herzegovina to Iran, and its
objectives. He suggested that they join the group, and Huso ZIVALJ and Hasan
CENGIC accepted on condition that the visit be made in the greatest secrecy.
BEHMEN suggested that Edhem BICAKCIC read The Islamic Declaration, which
was in safekeeping in his house, because it would be discussed during the journey,
and BICAKCIC read the text. They then came to an understanding that in order to
keep their trip secret, Omer BEHMEN should be the first to travel to Vienna, where
he would be joined by Edhem BICAKCIC and Huso ZIVALJ, and that Ismet
KASUMAGIC and Hasan CENGIC would join the group at Istanbul airport, which is
what they did. On 1 January 1983, Omer BEHMEN, Edhem BICAKCIC and Huso
ZIVALJ received from the Iranian Embassy in Vienna, through Teufik VELAGIC’s
efforts, special visas for entry into Iran and free round-trip air tickets. On 2 January
1983, Omer BEHMEN, Edhem BICAKCIC and Huso ZIVALYJ set off by plane from
Vienna, while Ismet KASUMAGIC and Hasan CENGIC joined them in Istanbul. On
their arrival at Teheran airport on 2 January 1983, Omer BEHMEN ensured, with the
help of Iranian officials, that the passports of Ismet KASUMAGIC and Hasan
CENGIC were not stamped with the evidence of their sojourn in Iran.
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— In the period from 2 to 14 January 1983, during their visit to Iran, in contacts with
representatives of the Iranian government, Iranian Revolution activists, and guests of
the Shiite and Sunni Unification Congress, they falsely portrayed the position of
Muslims in the SFRY and the unequal status of believers. On 7 January 1983,
preparing to meet with an Iranian official, they agreed on what they would say to him
in Omer BEHMEN’s room in Teheran. Omer BEHMEN said that they should start the
conversation by inquiring about the Iranian Government’s position on The Islamic
Declaration, which had been made available to it earlier through the Iranian Embassy
in Vienna. They further agreed to suggest that Iran encourage exchanges with the
Islamic Community, the Islamic Faculty of Theology and the Gazihusretbeg library,
with a view to changing the current state of affairs in the Islamic Community, and that
the Iranians secure the quality of transmission of Radio Teheran broadcasts to
Yugoslavia by constructing new and improving existing radio transmitters. Ismet
KASUMAGIC remarked that with respect to economic co-operation with the SFRY,
they should ask the minister to request the engagement of firms from Bosnia and
Herzegovina, and that such firms be chosensince they employed large numbes of
Muslims, in order to further influence, in this manner, a change in their status the
SFRY. They noted that Iran could use oil as a suitable means to this end. Ismet
KASUMAGIC and Huso ZIVALJ commented that during the talks, they should refer
to the state of affairs in the Islamic Community in which individuals loyal to the
regime held dominant positions. Hasan CENGIC and Edhem BICAKCIC entirely
agreed with the above, and KASUMAGIC noted down the talking points for the
discussion.

— On 8 January 1983 in Teheran, in a conversation with the Iranian official Gafari
SELMAN, and in keeping with their earlier agreement, after they had introduced
themselves as a group of Muslims from Yugoslavia, Omer BEHMEN, Ismet
KASUMAGIC, Hasan CENGIC and Edhem BICAKCIC asked for the Iranian
authorities’ opinions concerning The Islamic Declaration and expressed the view that
the Iranians could represent the interests of Muslims world-wide. Iran, they added,
should not rely on the Islamic Community in Yugoslavia, because it included people
loyal to the regime propagating the interests not of Muslims but of the authorities, and
that believers were in an inferior position to that of other peoples and religions. They
requested that Iran ensure the transmission of Radio Teheran broadcasts to Yugoslavia
by building transmitters in the friendly countries of northern Africa, to provide better
information and exert greater influence in the region. They further urged that Iran take
advantage of its good economic relations with Yugoslavia and the economic impact of
its oil to improve the position of Muslims in Yugoslavia.

— In the Azadi hotel in Teheran, in a conversation conducted with revolutionary
guards and with their hosts, Omer BEHMEN said that Yugoslav law provided for
religious freedom, but that such freedom was not exercised in practice. Yugoslavia, he
added, was a communist country in which atheists had the advantages, while believers
were in a subordinate position. The authorities exerted continual pressure on religious
institutions, and employees in the Islamic Community served the interests of the state
rather than those of Islam. He noted that Serbia held a dominant position in
Yugoslavia, but that developments in Kosovo would lessen that influence. Ismet
KASUMAGIC added that Iran should exploit its economic relations with the SFRY to
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exert pressure on, and officially intervene with, the Yugoslav authorities to improve
the lot of Muslims.

— During their stay in the Huvejzi hotel in Teheran, where they met with their hosts,
Omer BEHMEN said that religious freedoms in Yugoslavia were threatened. He cited
the example of an imam who had been sentenced because of pronounced religious
activity. Ismet KASUMAGIC noted that both he and BEHMEN had been sentenced
earlier because of their religious activities.

— In preparing for their trip to Iran, as he was speaking with Edhem BICAKCIC in
Sarajevo, Huso ZIVALIJ had said that when he met with the Iranian representatives he
would bring up the problems faced by Muslims in Yugoslavia, the state of affairs in
the Islamic Community in which individuals loyal to the regime safeguarded the
interests of society rather than those of Muslims, as well as problems related to the
special nutritional needs of Muslims. This he advocated in Iran as he spoke with Ismet
KASUMAGIC, preparing for a meeting with the minister. On 2 January 1983, during
their flight to Teheran, Edhem BICAKCIC and Huso ZIVALJ remarked that
nationalists writings against Muslimswere allowed in Serbia, and that all attacks
against Muslims were initiated in Serbia since they had strong support in Belgrade.

~ During his visit to Iran, in meetings with revolutionary guards, Hasan CENGIC said
that Muslims in Yugoslavia were threatened and disenfranchised, and that there were
no religious freedoms even though they were constitutionally guaranteed. In his
conversations with Huso ZIVALJ, he remarked that Islam represented an integral way
of life, that young Muslims were being trained in this direction in the Tabacdki mesjid
and that such training served as a means of Islamic revival. However, the Islamic
Community leaders had forbidden this activity, because they were under the influence
of the authorities and served their interests. The leadership, he said, should be
replaced and people brought in who would fight for increased Muslim rights. He
added that mixed marriages should not be allowed, that nonbelievers should be
shunned, that Muslim women had to wear veils and devote themselves to the home,
and that Islam in our Republic was in jeopardy and had to be defended by all available
means. -

V. Alija IZETBEGOVIC

1. In Sarajevo, from the beginning of 1979 until 1983, and particularly during 1982
during encounters on the street, at work and at home, Alija IZETBEGOVIC asserted
on several occasions in Ismet SERDAREVIC’s presence that Islam should be the
social system in all Muslim countries, and that the necessary conditions should be
created to turn Bosnia and Herzegovina into an Islamic Republic with Islamic laws in
the future. He emphasised that the prerequisite for this was the spreading and
strengthening of Islam in Bosnia and Herzegovina with the ultimate goal of its
Islamisation. He further said that in the SFRY Muslims were threatened by the Serbs,
that they needed to “speak out” about this state of affairs, but that this would require a
change in the leadership of the Islamic Community, which would confront the state.
Muslims, he added, were underrepresented in terms of major positions in society.
Before the war they had enjoyed greater freedom, and all necessary means should be
used to regain these lost freedoms.
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2. Speaking with Huso ZIVALJ on several occasions in Sarajevo, from the beginning
of 1978 to March 1983, he said that Islam was not merely a religion but an entire
system of life, extending from politics to moral issues. He cited as an example the
writing of his work, Islam Between East and West, and the fact that it was being read
as the best way of educating young people in the spirit of Islam. IZETBEGOVIC
advocated the need for Muslims from our country to establish ties with other Muslims
in the world and provide information on the position of Muslims in Yugoslavia which
would differ from the information falsely presented by the Islamic Community, thus
effecting a change in the Muslim position.

3. In the summer of 1982 in Pazari¢, at Vahid KOZARIC’s summer home, and in his
presence, and during other meetings in Sarajevo, IZETBEGOVIC said that our imams
should be armed, and that they should interpret and apply Islam following the
example of Iran’s Shiite imams. He claimed that the Islamic Community leadership
was subservient to the regime and bore responsibility for the stagnation of Islam in
Yugoslavia, that the state interfered in the affairs of the Islamic Community, and that
Muslims were lagging behind in history and literature as a result of Belgrade’s greater
Serbian policies. IZETBEGOVIC claimed that Serbs in Bosnia and Herzegovina
behaved much as they did in Kosovo and had assumed key positions, ranging from the
municipal to the republican level. He attacked our social and political system,
asserting that it would be better to introduce a multiparty system in our country, which
would offer the right to democratic life and freedom.

4. From 1978 to 1983, in Sarajevo, in numerous contacts and conversations with
Hilmija CERIMOVIC, he said that we did not enjoy sufficient democratic and
religious freedoms, and that Muslims had to regain the religious rights they had
enjoyed before the war. The demonstrators in Kosovo, he said, were right, brave and
united, and that the Muslims of Bosnia and Herzegovina needed to follow their
example. He advocated the need to create an Islamic state and social system based on
Islamic principles, and cited Western parliamentary democracy as a democratic ideal,
claiming that our system did not offer democracy but suppressed it instead.

V1. Omer BEHMEN

1. In April 1978, Omer BEHMEN wrote a reply to an article published in issue no.
233 of the journal E! Arabi of April 1978. In his reply, he wrote that the
Constitutional provisions on the equality of nations and freedom of religion were false
and did not reflect the situation of Muslims living in Yugoslavia today. He further
asserted that atheists enjoyed an advantage over believers who were subordinated to
them. During World War II, he said, every attempt had been made to destroy the
Muslims as a people and an ethnic group. The construction of mosques, he wrote, was
prevented and the implementation of other Islamic regulations forbidden. If a young
Muslim refused to eat pork, he was exposed to various forms of abuse and the most
severe penalties. The reality experienced by Yugoslav Muslims and their struggle for
their rights and survival as a Muslim nation represented a rejection of the policies of
oppression and enmity and a categoric refusal to become assimilated in a society of
nonbelievers and atheists. He added that religion was subject to state influence and
pressure, and that the authorities continually interfered in the religious sphere, while

JUDG-AIZ. DOClalljr/sm/pphl ' 11


































































































































































































































































































































































































































